Greetings from Belize!

Thank you all so much for your prayers and support! Without each of you, | wouldn’t have
the privilege of being here right now. Is it different living in another country?

The simple answer is yes...and no. People are people. We live our lives in different ways,
but there are just some things each of us can relate to. Say, getting bit by a fire ant! &2

Everyone can relate to that sting! It’s a conversation starter, and can even help to break
boundaries.

God is abundantly faithful; giving when it’s not deserved and staying true even when we are
distracted. He says: “Do not fear for | am with you...I will strengthen you; | will help you; |
will hold on to you with my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10)

It has almost been a month since arriving, and honestly, it almost feels like I’'ve spent my
whole life here. | have been able to jump right in helping with the music ministry in Bullet
Tree Baptist Church (BTBC), playing the keyboard for services and singing. | have also been
able to work on tuning up my guitar skills as they will need non-electric instruments for
their youth camp coming up at the end of July.

These first few weeks have been very busy, as several mission’s teams have been coming.
The first was Concord (my sending church who | came down with). They puton a VBS in
both Shawville and Bullet Tree. (Shawville is a small village about 20 minutes away in which
we are hoping to plant a church). The Gospel was presented, seeds were planted, and over
100 children were present during the days here at BTBC. Prayers for five of these precious
souls were answered when the next team came down. They were a group of 25 and put on a
Sports Camp VBS. Upwards of 185 children were present on the grounds that last night,
and throughout the three days they had it, those five children/youth gave their lives to
Christ! Please continue praying for them and those who have heard the Gospel during
these activity weeks. Pray that God would fill them with His Spirit’s power and keep them in
His Word and deep in prayer.

Progress on the school is very exciting! There is a team here this week who are working on
painting and pouring concrete for, both the steps leading up to the second story, and for a
slab that will connect two buildings. It is amazing what faith in God’s calling can look like.
Last year that plot of land was only that: an empty plot. Now, there is a beautiful two-story
building, the evidence of hard labor and answered prayer! As you look at these pictures,
please pray for the children who will be sitting in those rooms! That they may have open
minds, soft hearts, and childlike faith. School opens on August 31 !



K5, the class | will be teaching, is in a separate building which is also used as a Sunday
school room/Good News Club. At max, | will have 10 children, though this first year
promises to be smaller as we all work through logistics and unknown challenges. Four
children are registered for my class so far: Kendra, Natalia, Andy, and Johnny. Please be in
prayer for these dear little ones!

There are also many things to do that aren’t usually considered “ministry”. Washing dishes
is one of them! As teams come down to serve, we want to serve them too. Short term
missions are so important, as | can attest. | would've never considered ministry in Belize for
my future if not for the experience of a week-long mission's trip. Though having teams come
down is tiring, the blessings outweigh it all. Please pray that both us, and the teams, would
not grow weary in well doing. Pray that God would give us His zeal, in His work, going forth
in His love!

Again, | thank you all for your prayers and support. It means a lot to have so many brothers
and sisters in Christ holding me up before our Father.

In Christ,

Sarah Richards


















