Who(s Missing?  Whose Mission?

Scene 1 - Local Church Mission Fair

Mr. Apostoli:
Good morning boys and girls!  We are so glad to have you at our mission fair at Concord Baptist Church!  We have a great program for you today.

We are going to go around the world learning how the message of Christ is being shared by your missionaries.

You know, Jesus told us that we were to carry His message around the world.  Today you are going to meet those who have heard Him calling to them to go and tell people about Jesus.

Sam:

Mr. Apostoli, how are we going to go around the world?

Mr. Apostoli:
Great question, Sam.  We aren(t going to leave this room, but we have missionaries that are going to bring the world to us.  They are going to tell us how you are supporting them and what God is using them to do where they serve.

Peter:

That sounds like fun!  But you said that we support missionaries.  How do we do that?

Mr. Apostoli:
Peter, I am so glad you asked that question!  Southern Baptists support over 5,000 missionaries on the field . . .

Sam:

5,000!  How do we do that?  We are just a small country church!

Mr. Apostoli:
Isn(t that wonderful, boys and girls?!  God has given us a wonderful way to support missionaries called the Cooperative Program.  The Cooperative Program was launched in 1925. Simply put, it begins with you. You give yourself first to God. Next, out of gratitude and obedience to God for what He has done for you, you commit to give back to Him, through your church, a portion of what He provides. This is commonly called a tithe.  Our church decides the next step. Our church prayerfully decided to give 10% of our offering to reach people in our state and around the world through the Cooperative Program. That money is then sent to our state convention and on to the Southern Baptist Convention. The bottom line ( people around the world hear the gospel and receive Christ.
Peter:

Wow!  That sounds BIG!  How does it work?

Mr. Apostoli:
Churches in our state work together through our state convention to support a wide array of ministries and missions including: evangelism efforts, children(s homes, volunteer missions, missions education, new churches, colleges and universities, college ministries, camps, and much more. Through the International Mission Board, Southern Baptists support approximately 5,300 missionaries who are engaging more than 1,100 different people groups around the world.  Working together, Southern Baptists saw 950,000 new believers baptized last year!  And every one of YOU had a part in that!
Sam:

That is a LOT of people, Mr. Apostoli!  

Mr. Apostoli:
Yes, it is.  But that is just a fraction of the people in the world that need to hear about Jesus.  Maybe Jesus is calling one of you to go to the mission field to tell people about Him.    If, as Ecclesiastes 4:9 tells us, (two are better than one,( how much better are more than 16 million? That is the current membership in more than 44,000 Southern Baptist churches across the United States. With a global population over 6.5 billion and a command to take the gospel to every nation, we must work together if we are going to fulfill Christ(s command.

Peter:

What can we do, Mr. Apostoli?

Mr. Apostoli:
I am glad you asked.  Would you please,  Pray regularly for your Southern Baptist missionaries in your state and around the globe. (Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers.(  Go. Be involved in some sort of missions endeavor. Talk with your pastor about the available opportunities. You are God(s missionary right where you live. (Go...and make disciples of all nations.(  Give. Out of love for the Lord, give regularly to Him through your church.  Encourage your church to continue to support missionaries.  And finally, you can do what we are doing today; learning how the message of Jesus is carried around the world.

All:

We will!

Sam:

You said there were some missionaries here today.  Who are they?

Mr. Apostoli:
Great question!  That is why we are here today!  Our missionaries are Helen and George Hardeman; they are missionaries to Guatemala.

Peter:

Where is that?

Mr. Apostoli:
I will let them answer that question.  Our next missionary is someone some of you may know.  She is Jill Bible and she is the daughter of the pastor of Bible(s Chapel Baptist Church just a couple of miles from here.  She is serving in Africa.

Sam:

WOW!  I didn(t know there were any real life missionaries right here in Mohwak!

Mr. Apostoli:
That is right boys and girls.  Our final missionaries are Christin and Nathan Carter.  You might remember that they were here last Christmas to tell us about how they served in China!  We also have a very special person to Southern Baptists who served in China, Lottie Moon.  I have asked Christin and Nathan to tell you about her.

That is enough of an introduction.  Let(s turn the program over to our missionaries.  First is Helen and George Hardeman from Guatemala.

Scene 2 - The Hardeman(s
George:
My job title is a big one: Logistics Coordinator. I have the responsibility of working with new missionaries that are coming to Guatemala . . .

Sam:

Mr. Hardeman, where is Guatemala?

George:
Great question!  Guatemala is in Central America just below Mexico.  It also borders Belize, where I think some of your church members have gone on mission trips.

I also work with missionaries coming into our region, which covers Central America to tell them what papers they need to come to live in Guatemala and get their residency permit. I also give them suggestions about how to get their household goods into the country, what they can buy in Guatemala and what they might want to bring. Once they arrive in the country, I work with them to find a place to live, provide them with a vehicle that will allow them to do their work, and I also give them a lesson about local laws.  I am also the person they call if there is any kind of an emergency, like a car accident, health issue, robbery, etc. Then when a missionary leaves the country whether for stateside assignment, transfer to another country or retirement, I work with them to get things packed up and shipped out.  My wife, Helen works with a people group we call the Nicodemus people.  I will let her tell you about them.

Helen:

Who can tell me about Nicodemus from the Bible?

Peter:

I know!  Nicodemus was a rich man who came to Jesus one night to ask Him some questions.

Helen:

Very good!  You know, there are a lot of people like Nicodemus.  They have money.  They are well-educated.  They might even be a leader in the community.  But they don(t know, or really know Jesus as their Savior. Our goal is to take the gospel to people like Nicodemus who was wealthy, influential, well‑educated and religious, but lacked a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

In Guatemala, these are professional Guatemalans who live in gated communities or limited access high‑rise apartment buildings. God put us in a mission‑owned home that is right in their part of town, and put a burden on our hearts to reach out to them, especially as we got to know a few people and realized that, though they have worldly riches, they are very poor spiritually.

We have struggled with how to get beyond their barriers of depending on themselves, tradition and peer‑pressure to get to know them and share the gospel with them. We have found that we first have to find ways to make friends with them before we can begin to share Christ's love. We have used small group Bible studies that teaches us how to use money the way God wants us to use it in our home and in the homes of others on our team to get people in. Once they begin studying the Bible, they usually want to continue meeting and learning more.

We were also honored to be part of a church that was started last year named Impacto Biblico Baptist Church.  It was organized with about 30 members. There are quite a few more that meet in the home cell groups that have not yet come to church. 

Can anyone here speak Spanish?  Who can tell me what the name of the church means?

Sam:

It sounds like it means Bible Impact Baptist Church.

Helen:

That is right!  Actually, in Spanish it would be Iglesia Bautista Biblico Impacto.  Just like you, we have so many friends at our church.  But we also understand that all of the people we need to reach don(t come to church.  So, I joined a gym in order to meet more women. We also have had cookie exchanges, interior design seminars, cooking classes, card‑making and scrapbooking classes to meet more women. 

We are always looking for ways to meet more professional men. It is hard to get beyond the barriers and get to know people initially. Another missionary, Carol Wilkinson, has come in the past few months and will be working with university students in the private universities which is an area that is pretty much unreached.

We are trying to find professionals, golfers, anyone that can help up make inroads into this community.  Maybe there is someone right here at Concord Baptist Church today who has heard of so many Guatemalans that are missing from God(s Kingdom and will accept it as their mission to join with us in telling these people about the love of Jesus!

Mr. Apostoli:
Thank you, Helen and George.  We have learned so much about how God is using you to reach people in Guatemala and how He is calling us to partner with you in telling people about Jesus.

Our next guest this morning is from right here in our own community.  Her name is Jill Bible, and she is a missionary to Africa.

Scene 3 - Jill Bible 
Jill:

Thank you Mr. Apostoli.  Good morning boys and girls!  I am so excited to be here with you this morning!  

I work in the African country of Tanga.  When I signed up to come to Africa I thought I would be living in a city working with university students who knew English.  I left the states thinking that I would be helping fellow believers; teaching them to evangelize their communities.  I was pretty happy, thinking I could do this.   Of course God had different plans.  God wanted me to learn to be completely dependent upon Him.  

Shortly after arriving I became ill with malaria and a few months after my recovery I was transferred to a completely different location where very little English is spoken and one of the darkest places on the planet.  We've been told that where I'm currently serving is one of the darkest, most difficult places to evangelize in all of East Africa.  It is highly populated with devout Muslims and they are in strong opposition to the good news.  I have had to learn another language and an entirely new tactic for evangelism.  

We can't hand out tracts, present the Romans Road, or start up a church.  But we can build relationships.  We can get into the hearts and lives of the people and show them the love of Christ.  My partner and I were recently at a school teaching the boys and girls and we talked about the high priest who had been tempted in every way, yet was without sin.  We told them how they could have the power over temptations by having a relationship with this high priest.  Out of 200 strongly devoted Muslims, we had 20 students who came to us wanting to know more about this high priest!  We are certain that at least two of them have chosen to become followers of Christ!  So, as you can see, it's a slow process.  The soil is hard here but our God is the Lord of the Harvest.  And He knows who the true seekers are.  He knows exactly where to plant the seeds. 
Our Lottie Moon theme this year is Who's missing? Who's Mission?  When God called me He used these two little words.  What if?  What if it were your parents?  What if it were your brother or your sister?  What if it were your friends?   What if you were the one who had not heard?  What if you were the one who did not know?  Imagine life without ever hearing or knowing about Jesus Christ.  Who's Missing?  It's not God's will that any should be missing. He is seeking every tribe, every tongue, and every nation.  He seeks the missing,  the lost sheep without a shepherd.  But who's mission is it?  It is our mission.  Those who have tasted and known the goodness of our merciful God.  We are His hands and feet.  And He has given us the mission of finding those who are still missing.

Peter:

Miss Jill, how did you know that God wanted you to be a missionary?

Jill:

I guess I had always thought of missionaries as being this courageously bold, unfalteringly faithful,  gifted and talented group of people that were worthy of the calling God placed on them. Then I was called to become one of them and I realized the truth that God is using ordinary, broken people to do extraordinary and amazing things.  I had always had a passion for missions but was never sure of a true call.  But about three years ago, sitting in a church service during this time of year, listening to the Lottie Moon emphasis and seeing the desperation on the peoples faces through a video, the God(s Spirit moved upon me and whispered to me "it's time to go."  I distinctly remember hearing that still small voice echo a sense of urgency reminding me that it was time, and the fields are white unto harvest.   I was excited at the thought of going; however, uncertain of what I could possibly do on the field.  I remember thinking, (I don't know a lot, I don't have a lot credentials, what would I possibly do overseas?(  And I remember God saying to me "you are going to and I will be with you, and you will see the wonders of My hands."  And He has been faithful to do just that.

Won(t you all ask God how He would have you take part in telling people about Jesus?

Mr. Apostoli:
Thank you, Jill.  We have learned so much about how God is using you to reach people in Tanga and how He is calling us to partner with you in telling people about Jesus.

Our next guests this morning are Christin and Nathan Carter, and they were missionaries to China.

Scene 4 - Christin and Nathan Carter

Nathan:
HI, we are Nathan and Christin and we were missionaries to China. 

Peter:

China!  I thought we couldn(t have missionaries in China!

Nathan:
You are right.  We can(t call ourselves missionaries, and we can(t serve openly, but we can still tell people about Jesus.  No one can stop us, or tell us not to tell people about what He has done in our lives.

Sam:

I heard there are a lot of people in China.  Did you work with all the Chinese?

Christin:
In China, we worked with a UPG, that's an Unreached People Group. We call them the M people. The M people live in a very remote, mountainous part of China. In China, many, many people have never heard the gospel, and most of the 'M" people go their whole lives without hearing about Jesus even one time. God called us to go to the M people and tell them about Him and his plan for them to know Him. How could we say no? What if we were the ones living in the remote villages in China? What if no one came to tell us about Jesus? 

Peter:

If you can(t go to China as a missionary, how did you get into the country?

Christin:
Great question!  We went to China to study Chinese at a university near where the people we worked with lived.  While we were there, we went to the villages, and God put us to work telling the people about Him and His plan. God gave us the words to say and He put all the right people in our path to help the gospel come into the M community.

Nathan:
We spoke to people of all ages. Even though we were able to tell the message to many, there were still so many more people that needed to hear. Sometimes, the task was overwhelming. There were 200,000 M people, but only 4 of us. If only more people would come to help! Then not one more precious person from the M people would live their entire lives without hearing about Jesus. Who's missing? The M people!  So many of them need to hear about Jesus.  But that is a problem.  The problem is that we need workers in the field! There are so many waiting to hear, but so few going to tell. Who's mission? We have all received the command: "Go and make disciples of all nations(" we are all told to spread the Word. Always listen to God and be ready to go where He wants, He wants all to know Him and how can they know unless someone tells them? God has a mission for you.

Sam:

But if you are missionaries, what are you doing here?

Christin:
That is a good question.  There are a lot of ways that we can be missionaries.  Some people spend their entire lives living and working among the people God called them to reach.  We call them career missionaries.  And the money you give every week and through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering pays their salary and keeps them on the field.  Other people do what we call short-term missions.  That is what Jill that just spoke to you is doing.  She also has a friend whose father used to be the pastor of Beulah Baptist Church just up the road, who is a missionary in China.  We served the same way.  We went to China for a few years to study and reach our people group.  Now, we are back here encouraging churches to engage in missions and discover ways they can do what Jesus has told them to do.

Peter:

I have heard a lot of people talk about Lottie Moon.  She seems to be a very important person.  Who is she and why is she so important?

Nathan:
That is a great question!  We would love to introduce you to Lottie Moon, especially since she was a missionary to the very country we served; China!
Scene 5 - Lottie Moon

Nathan:
We have a special treat today.  Thorough the wonders of puppets, we have arranged for Lottie Moon to tell us about her work in China!

Lottie:

I was born in 1840, third in a family of five girls and two boys, on the family(s fifteen‑hundred‑acre tobacco plantation known as Viewmont. My father died in a riverboat accident when I was only 13.  My family valued education, and at age fourteen I went to school at the Virginia Female Seminary and later the Albemarle Female Institute, where I earned both my bachelor(s and Master of Arts degree in teaching.  I was indifferent to my Southern Baptist upbringing until my late teens, when God touched my heart during a revival at Albemarle.  There were very few opportunities for educated females in the mid‑1800s, though my older sister Orianna became a physician and served as a Confederate doctor during the Civil War.  After the Civil War, I taught at female academies first in Danville, Kentucky, and later helped set up Cartersville Female High School in Georgia. I enjoyed my work as associate principal until I felt a call from God to go to China as a missionary.

But there was a problem.  Most mission work at that time was done by married men. But the wives of China missionaries had discovered an important reality: Only women could reach Chinese women, and they needed help. To everyone(s surprise, My younger sister Edmonia accepted a call to go to North China in 1872. I followed a year later. I was thirty‑three years old.  Edmonia didn(t last as a missionary, but I did. 

As you can see, I am a small woman, only four foot three, but I had stamina, a lively spirit, vision, and a passion to win souls for God. Mission policies of the time limited what ministry women could do. I encouraged Southern Baptist women to organize mission societies in the local churches to help support additional missionary candidates(and to consider coming themselves.  Catching my vision, Southern Baptist women organized Woman(s Missionary Unions (WMU) and even Sunbeam Bands, which became what you call GA(s and RA(s,  to promote missions and collect funds to support missions. The first (Christmas offering for missions( in 1888 collected over $3,000, enough to send three new missionaries to China.

I began my tenure as a missionary by teaching in a girls school(but while accompanying some of the seasoned married women on (country visits( from village to village outside the bigger cities, I discovered my passion: direct evangelism. But there were so many hungry, lost souls, and so few missionaries! For forty years I kept up my not‑so‑gentle pressure for the Southern Baptists to become giving, sending, missions‑minded people.

My home base as a missionary was Tengchow in Shantung Province in North China.  I was very concerned that her fellow missionaries were burning out from lack of rest and renewal and going to early graves.

The War with Japan (1894), the Boxer Rebellion (1900), and the Nationalist uprising (that overthrew the Qing Dynasty in 1911) all profoundly affected mission work. Famine and disease took their toll, as well. When I returned from my second furlough in 1904, I was shocked over the suffering of the people who were literally starving to death all around me. I pled for more money and more resources, but the mission board was heavily in debt and could send nothing. Mission salaries were voluntarily cut.

Tengfei:
Unknown to her fellow missionaries, Miss Lottie(the Southern belle who was once described as (overindulged and under‑disciplined((shared her own meager money and food with any and everyone around her, severely affecting both her physical and mental health. In 1912, she only weighed fifty pounds. Alarmed, fellow missionaries arranged for her to be sent back home to the United States with a missionary companion, but she died on Christmas Eve on board ship in Kobe Harbor, Japan.  Miss Lottie gave her life.  She gave everything she had to share the gospel with my people.

Since her sacrificial death at the age of seventy‑two, Lottie Moon has come to personify the missionary spirit for Southern Baptists and many other Christians, as well. The annual Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Missions has raised a total of $1.5 billion for missions since 1888 and finances half the entire Southern Baptist missions budget every year.

Are there any questions?

Peter:

I have one.  Why do we take up an offering for international missions at this time of year?

Chen:

That is a wonderful question!  Perhaps something she wrote home while she lived in China will help answer that question:

Need it be said, why the week before Christmas is chosen? Is not the festive season when families and friends exchange gifts in memory of The Gift laid on the altar of the world for the redemption of the human race, the most appropriate time to consecrate a portion from abounding riches and scant poverty to send forth the good tidings of great joy into all the earth?

Boys and girls, I want to ask all of us one question:  "How many million more souls are to pass into eternity without having heard the name of Jesus?(  That is what we are asking when we ask (Who(s missing( There are so many people who have never heard of our Jesus.  And when we ask (Whose Mission?(  The answer is that it is the mission of all of us to pray for our missionaries.  It is the mission of all of us to give.  God may be calling one of you to go where people have never heard about Jesus.  Will you promise me that you will listen to Him, and when He calls, you will go?

Thank you for being here today.  I hope you all have a Merry Christmas!
Setting/Characters/Props
11 speaking parts.  Some of the dialog may be split to additional characters if needed/desired.

Setting
Modern times.  

Five scenes

· All scenes take place in the fellowship Hall of the church at a Mission Fair
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Props
· A map of China showing her mission field would be nice, but not necessary.

· A map of Central America showing Guatemala would be nice.

· A map of Africa showing Tanzania would be nice.
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