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Whatever It Takes
Scene 1 - At church for a youth meeting
Several children are gathered talking
Pastor Palmer:
Hey guys, how has your week been?
Alex:
Man, what a week!  Mr. Cranmer has been trying to get us ready for our state tests.  He is covering stuff I know he didn’t show us back at the beginning of the year!

Bobby:
I know what you mean.  That test he gave us on probabilities probably will get me grounded when he sends it home!

Charlie:
If Katie had not helped me, I think they would have put me back two grades!  This stuff is hard!

Greg:
That is great that you and Katie are able to work together!  Her brother is in our RA’s now and he is really good with all the campcraft!

Pastor Palmer:
Charlie, Greg is right.  Thank you for being willing to reach out to Katie and her family and invite them to our church.  Because you did what Jesus told you to do, that whole family is now part of our fellowship.  Just hang in there with your schoolwork guys.  I know what you are studying seems so hard, but if you stick with it, you will get it.  
Domingo:
I’m not so sure Pastor Palmer.  The only class I am not having to work real hard in is my Spanish class!

All the puppets look at him as if he has said something very strange.
Domingo:
What are you looking at me that way for?

Greg:
You have to take Spanish?
Domingo:
They make us all take it, even if we already speak Spanish!

Pastor Palmer:
Domingo, it is great that you speak both English and Spanish.  We have so many Hispanic families in our area that we would like to minister to.  We would love to be able to speak to them in their heart language and I think you can help.  Our Annie Armstrong theme this year encourages us to dream bigger and reach out to people who need to hear the gospel.
Bobby:
Our what?  Who is Annie Armstrong, and why does she have a theme?

Pastor Palmer:
Great question, Bobby.  Each year, we honor the life and work of Annie Walker Armstrong.  She lived from 1850 to 1938.  At Easter time, we give to the annual offering for North American missions named after her.  Annie served God and believed in Jesus with all of her heart.  Her love for missions encouraged so many people to become involved in the Great Commission Jesus gave to us.   She led women to unite in mission endeavors that ultimately led to the formation of Woman's Missionary Union.


Annie spent a lot of time typing and handwriting letters in support of missions. Her letters were filled with the conviction that more could and should be done in our mission efforts.  In 1893 alone, she wrote almost 18,000 letters! Annie also never hesitated to use her hands to reach out to hug a child or distribute food and clothing and the Word of God to those in need.  Most important, she was a woman of prayer who prayed for the missionaries and for those they were helping discover Jesus.  Annie rallied churches to give more, pray more, and do more for reaching people for Jesus. 

Alex:
Wow, she sounds like a great lady!

Charlie:
You know, we have some ladies in our church that sound a lot like Annie Armstrong!  When my mom was sick, a lot of the ladies helped feed my family.  I think we went almost two weeks before my dad had to cook anything!

Greg:
Pastor Palmer, we do have a great church.  But how can we dream bigger?  How can we reach out to people who need to hear the gospel?

Pastor Palmer:
Great question, Greg.  Our theme this year is “Whatever it Takes.”  The problem is that so many people are not involved in any church.  We have to dream bigger than just reaching out to people like us.  We have to look for ways to take the gospel to them.  We may even have to find ways to build churches that will help them hear the good news about Jesus.
Greg:
Is that what those videos we watched at our last youth meeting were about?

Alex:
I remember those.  One of the missionaries said that we can’t reach everyone at our church.  I guess he means we have to find ways to go where they are instead of waiting for them to come to us.

Domingo:
I remember one of the missionaries saying that a Southern Baptist missionary told his mother about Jesus when she was living in Cuba.  That must have been dangerous since Americans cannot go to Cuba.

Bobby:
I remember that one missionary that started working on a young woman’s house.  As they worked on the house, they got to know her, and she came to know Jesus.

Greg:
Yeah, that was awesome!  He said that God is bigger than we can imagine.

Alex:
What about that missionary from South Africa that said South Africa was more evangelized than New England?  He and his wife left South Africa when they had been married for only 29 days to come to America as missionaries.

Pastor Palmer:
Guys, I am glad you got so much out of the videos of the missionaries we help support through our Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.  Our offering helps our missionaries reach an estimated 259 million lost people in the United States and Canada for Jesus; that is three out of every four people.
Domingo:
Wow!  I didn’t know there were that many lost people in North America!  That means that a lot of people we go to school with and play sports with don’t know Jesus!

Charlie:
You know guys, I’m not an expert on this or anything, but it is real easy for us to just ask people to be our friend and invite them to church.
Bobby:
Charlie, you really showed us how to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  I know you were so scared to talk to Katie, but God really blessed what you did!

Pastor Palmer:
You are all right.  Our missionaries do a lot of great work.  But did any of you notice what all of them did to share Jesus in their community?
Alex:
Weren’t they all, what did they call it . . . church planters?

Bobby:
That was it!  Pastor Palmer, where can we get some church seeds?  All we have to do is plant those seeds, and water them, and there will be a new church in that community!

Pastor Palmer:
Bobby, you have said more than you know.  God has given you a wisdom well beyond your age.  Pastor Boskos is going to be talking about just that in his sermon this morning.

Bobby:
What’d I say?  What’d I say?  Could you tell Mr. Cranmer that I have wisdom?  Maybe that will count for something in his class!

Puppets leave the stage.

Scene 2 – In the sanctuary
Pastor Boskos is preaching.  All the puppets have their back to our congregation watching the sermon.  Each puppeteer should have a puppet (male and female) on each hand.  See important note about the authorship of this sermon on page 7.
Pastor Boskos:
Coming to Jesus and professing faith in Him as Lord and Savior may have been fairly easy for many of us who grew up in church.  For those among us who did so, it may be hard to even imagine a time when Jesus wasn’t part of our lives.  But we struggle with why other people don’t love Him the way we do.  We look at the empty pews and begin to wonder why people just don’t love Jesus anymore.  

Have you ever thought about what is stopping us from seeing more of our friends come to Jesus? Could it be our faith—or lack thereof?  Here is what we can so easily forget: There are always obstacles in the way to Jesus.    Have we stopped moving forward because we are focusing on the obstacles rather than on the objective?  When our faith becomes more important than our church services, we will do whatever it takes rather than sitting with the crowd thinking others will take the lead. When our faith becomes more important than fitting in, we will do whatever it takes rather than being normal, comfortable Christians. When our faith becomes more important than our buildings, we will be willing to do whatever it takes to bring our friends to Christ.  

This morning I want to ask if God is calling you to be part of the solution.  He wants you to respond to His call to tell the good news to others whatever it takes.  If that is how God is speaking to you, then won’t you come as we stand and sing?

Invitation begins playing – All on the Altar
As the invitation plays Frank responds and goes to Pastor Boskos
Pastor Boskos:
How may I help you, Frank?

Frank:
Pastor Boskos, God has used your sermon to challenge me this morning.  It was easy for me to come to Jesus.  My family has always been in church.  And sometimes I wonder why everybody doesn’t love Jesus the way that I do.


God used you this morning to show me that I have become an obstacle and He wants me to change that.  God has called me to plant a church in our community to reach those that really need to hear the gospel.
Pastor Boskos:
Frank, what a blessing!  I am so excited to hear how God wants to use you.  How can we help?

Frank:
Pastor, could I talk to the church for a moment?

Pastor Boskos:
Of course.

Frank:
I guess most of y’all know me.  I have come to church here since the week after I was born.  I grew up here.  I was saved during Vacation Bible School here.  I was baptized in this church.  I love this church.  But God showed me through Pastor Boskos’ sermon this morning that I have become an obstacle.  All of those things have become more important than my faith.  I want to change that.  I don’t know where God wants me to plant this church, but I know I will need some of you to help me.  I need all of you to pray for me.

Pastor Boskos:
We will and we are excited to see what God is going to do through you! 


Let us pray and then I know all of you will want to come and encourage Frank.


Father God, we thank you that You are a calling God.  We thank You for the call You have placed on Frank.  Father, we know that when we let You do what only You can do, great things happen.  Father, we love You so much.  Help us not to be obstacles to the spreading of the Gospel.  In Jesus Name, Amen.
Everyone mills around Frank for a few moments congratulating him.  After a few moments all the puppets exit.
Scene 3 – In the youth room

Alex:
Man, that was an awesome service this morning!  Did you see how Frank said that he was going to plant a church in our community?

Frank comes into the room
Charlie:
Frank, that was something this morning!  But, I have a question; aren’t there enough churches in our county already?  Don’t we just need to get them to come to the churches we already have?

Frank:
Great question, Charlie.  I have been doing some reading on our county.  Did you know that there are almost 69,000 people in our county and only 130 churches?  In our own association, we only have 11,000 people on our Sunday School rolls.  So, it seems that we need to reach out in a different way to those people who aren’t coming to church.  
Bobby:
What kind of seeds do you use to plant a church, Frank?

Frank:
That is a great question, Bobby.  Some of the “seeds,” are people that will come from our church. Others will be brought in before we open the church by going and telling people about Jesus and inviting them to be a part of what God is going to do in their community.

Domingo:
That sounds great, Frank!  You know, I speak Spanish.  If you need a translator where you will be working I would love to help you!

Greg:
And I worked in our Vacation Bible School last year.  I would be happy to help you with your children’s classes, if you need me.

Frank:
Guys, I really appreciate your offers.  It humbles me that God would also call such fine young men as you to stand alongside me as we seek to bring people to Jesus.  I also need you all to give generously to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering so that other church planters like me will be able to plant churches and tell people about Jesus.  Also, please pray for the work that God is going to do through us.

Pastor Palmer:
Frank, we look forward to working with you.  We all will give to our Annie Armstrong Easter Offering and we will pray for you.

Frank:
Thank you!  I have to go, guys.  I have a meeting with Pastor Boskos.

All:
Bye Frank!  We will pray for you!
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