The First Thanksgiving
Scene 1
Mr. Mercer:
Boys and girls.  I believe we have a wonderful Thanksgiving script for our play this year.  I hope you are as excited as I am to learn how our ancestors came to this nation for religious liberty.

Andy:
Mr. Mercer, you mean there was a time when people could not go to church where they wanted to?

Mr. Mercer:
That(s right, Andy.  For most of history, people weren(t really free to worship as they felt was right.

Tom:
Big deal!  So they came to America to build their own church.  People do that all the time now!

Mr. Mercer:
You are correct, Tom.  Today, we can build churches where we want.  We can go to church or, if we want, we don(t have to go to church.  But that is not the way it was when the Pilgrims left to come to America.

Jacob:
Mr. Mercer, what is our play called?

Mr. Mercer:
Great question, Jacob.  Our play is named The First Thanksgiving. You have your assignments.  Let(s read through the play.  The first scene takes place in England.

As characters read the script, it is obvious their heart is not in it.  They cut up and giggle as they make mistakes.
Narrator: 
The Pilgrims that were living in England were unhappy because there was religious persecution. 

Richard (Tom): 
We can`t go on like this anymore. 

Aldis (Peter): 
I know, we don`t have religious freedom, but we have to do what our King James said. 

Benton (Andy): 
I don`t understand why he doesn(t allow us to attend the church of our choice. 

Richard (Tom): 
I think we should leave England and find a place where we can worship God in our own way. 

Benton (Andy): 
I agree with you.  We have to talk to other people and see who wants to join us. 

Narrator: 
So the pilgrims left England in September, 1620 in a ship called the Mayflower with 102 people aboard and came to America. 

Mr. Mercer:
Ok, everyone.  That was not a very good read through.  What is wrong with you all?  Do you not think this is important?

Tom:
Mr. Mercer, that stuff happened so long ago.  It just doesn(t seem important to us anymore.

Mr. Mercer:
Tom, you are right; these events happened a long time ago.  But that doesn(t mean they are not important.  Ok.  Let(s continue.

Narrator:
The Pilgrims leave England and sail across the Atlantic Ocean.

Dwayne (Bill): 
Dad, I am hungry, we only eat salted meat and dry biscuits. 

Richard (Tom): 
I know, we have been in this boat for almost two months.  But I am sure that we will soon get off this ship. 

Aldis (Peter): 
Everybody, Look over there, I can see land! 

Benton (Andy): 
I told you, we are almost there. 

Narrator: 
When they landed, the Pilgrims needed food to eat. 

The Pilgrims worked hard to make a new life.  It was difficult and many of them became ill.  Then spring came and everybody was joyful. One day a kind Indian came to the village. 

Squanto (Jacob):
Hello People.  I want to offer you my help. 

Aldis (Peter): 
Welcome to our village.  We appreciate your help. 

Narrator: 
Soon more Indians came and told the Pilgrims that they could show them how to grow their own food.  The Indians showed the Pilgrims how to plant corn, and wheat, and other vegetables.  One of  the Indians was called Squanto.

Squanto (Jacob): 
I want to be your friend.  We also want to teach you how to hunt and fish. We will hunt quail and turkey.  Come let´s go to the forest. 

Narrator: 
Then they went to the forest to hunt wild animals.  And when summer ended they wanted to have a feast. 

Benton (Andy): 
Now that we have plenty of food, and many new friends, let´s celebrate. 

All Pilgrims: 
Squanto, tell your people to come with us to join us in a big feast of Thanksgiving. 

Squanto (Jacob): 
Yes, it will be a very special holiday.  My people will bring wild turkeys and fish. 

Andy:
Aw, Mr. Mercer; this is the lamest play I have ever heard!

Tom:
Yeah, tell him, Andy!

Mr. Mercer:
Guys, I am sorry you feel that way.  I guess there is not much point in rehearsing any more.  You are dismissed.  I will see you next week.

Scene 2
Puppets are just hanging out.  They begin to discuss play practice
Andy:
Man, that is the lamest play that I have ever seen.

Jacob:
Yeah!  Every year Mr. Mercer makes us do some lame play about the pilgrims and the Indians.  Why do we have to do this? 

Tom:
Why do we even have to do these plays at all?  My mom and dad love this stuff, but aren(t we getting too old for all of this?

Jacob:
Exactly!  If they think plays are all that important, why don(t they do them?

All:
Yeah!  

Andy:
Let(s just tell Mr. Mercer that we aren(t going to do his play this year! 

Peter:
Uh, guys; do you think the reason Mr. Mercer puts this play on every year is because it is important for us to learn about Thanksgiving?

Tom:
What do you mean?

Peter:
I mean do you know that Thanksgiving is all about?

Andy:
Of course I do!  It is about turkey and a big meal, and a parade in New York, and football, and then we start getting ready for Christmas!

Peter:
Well, that is what we have turned it into.  But that is not what Thanksgiving is about at all.  Psalm 50:14 says: (Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving.(  You know that is all that God really wants from us.  He just wants us to be thankful.

Tom:
But it is hard to be thankful for things like lame plays!

Peter:
Colossians 3:17 tells us that (Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.(
Guys, we are supposed to be thankful to God.  Not just for the things we think are good, but for everything.  That is what Mr. Mercer was trying to get us to understand through the play.

Jacob:
You know, guys; he may be right.  We have so much to be thankful for.  We have great families.  We have people who care about us.  We have a great church.  We never go to bed hungry.  We have everything we need.

Andy:
Yeah.  As much as I hate to admit it, we do have a lot to be thankful for.

Tom:
So what do we do?

Andy:
I think we ought to tell Mr. Mercer we are sorry and try really hard to do the best play we have ever done!

All:
Let(s do it!

Scene 3
Mr. Mercer:
I wanted to open our rehearsal today with a story.  I hope that it will help us focus and see why it is important for us to understand the first Thanksgiving.

The first pilgrims who came to this country wanted to be free to worship God. They worked hard to start a new life in this land.

The harvest of 1621 was abundant. Governor Bradford declared a Day of Thanksgiving and invited the local Indian chief. It was a shock when he arrived with ninety other Indians! They celebrated this first harvest in 1621 with three days of feasting, games, and prayers.

But the food supply was greatly depleted later by thirty‑five colonists who arrived by ship with no food or extra clothing. Many people died that winter from sickness and lack of food. By the following spring, the Pilgrims were starving. The harvest in this second year was a failure. By the spring of 1623, daily rations were reduced to 5 kernels of corn a day!

One day the desperate Pilgrims fasted and prayed for eight hours straight.
The next morning, God answered their prayers with a gentle rain that continued for fourteen days and saved the crops. At a Thanksgiving celebration that fall, the first course was different: An empty plate with 5 kernels of corn was placed before each person. The pilgrims stood up one by one and shared five things for which they were thankful.

Boys, I would like for each of us to share five things for which we are thankful.

Tom:
Mr. Mercer, could I go first?

Mr. Mercer:
Sure, Tom.  What are you thankful for?

Tom:
I am thankful for you, Mr. Mercer.  I know I gave you a hard time at the last practice.  I am sorry.  Can you forgive me?

Mr. Mercer:
Of course, I can, Tom.

Andy:
Mr. Mercer, I think we all feel that way.  Would you help us learn more about Thanksgiving?

Mr. Mercer:
I would be happy to.

The Bible tells us in Psalm 92:1 that (It is good to give thanks to the Lord.(
Can you imagine how scary it was for the Pilgrims to leave everything they knew to come here?  It is one thing for us to move to another community or another town.  After all, there are houses and schools and stores and churches there.  But when the Pilgrims came here they really didn(t know what they were going to find.  They knew there was nothing here and that they would have to build everything they needed.

Jacob:
I bet that was scary!

Peter:
And hard.

Mr. Mercer:
I guess it was.  You know, even after all the hardship they wanted to glorify God.  The first document they wrote about America said: (Having undertaken, for the Glory of God and advancement of the Christian Faith and Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the First Colony in the Northern Parts of Virginia.(  And after all the hardship they encountered, they still gave thanks to God.

Tom:
I guess we have a lot to be thankful for, don(t we guys?

Jacob:
Mr. Mercer, what about that 5 kernels thing?

Mr. Mercer:
I am glad you asked. {turning to the (real( kids}.  Boys and girls, I would like for each of you to take one of these coloring sheets and write or draw 5 things you are thankful for.  We also have a bag with 5 real kernels of corn so you can remember all that God has done in our lives and give thanks to God!

All:
Bye everyone!  Have a Happy Thanksgiving!  We will see you again real soon!
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