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Let it Start With Me
Scene 1 - At church for a watch night service
Several children are gathered watching the New Year’s Eve celebration
Alex:
Man, this year just flew by.  Can you believe we are beginning a new year?
Bobby:
I know what you mean!  It seems it was just a few weeks ago we were starting back to school, and now the year is ending.
Charlie:
So true.  Hey guys, did you have a good Christmas?
Domingo:
Pretty good.  We spent time watching movies.
Greg:
Our Christmas Eve service was pretty good!
Charlie:
It was awesome!
Bobby:
Wait, wait, wait . . . 
Alex:
Here we go again!  What Bobby?
Bobby:
We have a Christmas Eve service?  Is that new or something?
Alex:
Man, you are such a goof!
Greg:
He just likes to play around.  Have any of you made any resolutions for the new year?
Charlie:
I resolve to ask that cute girl in our Math class to the movie!
Bobby:
I resolve to watch you crash and burn when you try!
Alex:
I don’t know about resolutions guys.  I made a couple last year and didn’t really do too well with them.
Greg:
I know what you mean.  I don’t have a great track record with keeping my resolutions.
Charlie:
Pastor Palmer was talking Sunday night (looks at Bobby) about how we need to get involved in telling people about Jesus.
Charlie:
Yeah, what was it he said to us?  Let it start with me?
Bobby:
That was it.  Didn’t he say that God had a place for all of us in telling people about Jesus?
Domingo:
Yeah, I remember he told us there were 6,734 people groups who have never heard about Jesus.
Alex:
I remember he told us about what it costs to put a missionary in the field.  It only costs $5.30 an hour.  Guys, that is less than the minimum wage!
Domingo:
Didn’t he tell us that we need to be Jesus’ heart, hands, and voice?
Bobby:
Yeah, but how are we going to do that?  We’re just a bunch of kids.
Greg:
But we have to find a way.  We have to.  There are so many who have never heard about Jesus.  We just have to find a way . . .
Domingo:
Hey, look; the ball is about to drop!
The New Year’s ball drops.  The puppets celebrate the new year
Pastor Palmer:
Hey guys, welcome to 2012!  I am glad all of you came to our watch night service.  For the last few weeks we have been talking about Lottie Moon and how we collect an offering in her name every year to support our international missionaries.
Charlie:
Thank you for helping us learn how the good news about Jesus is being carried around the world, Pastor Palmer.
Bobby:
We were just talking about all the people who don’t know Jesus.
Greg:
Pastor Palmer, how can we get involved in telling people about Jesus?  There are so many lost people and so few of us.
Pastor Palmer:
Great question, Greg.  Here are some questions I always ask myself:  am I allowing God to love people through me, including the lost people I have never met?  Is my love for God’s people strong enough to make me a bold witness in the face of problems?  Am I being His hands to those who are in spiritual or physical need?  And how far am I willing to extend His hands?

Before we go on, I have a music video I want you to watch I think will help you understand the challenges our missionaries face and the people they are ministering to.

Show Let It Start With Me video

The puppets look at one another in silence for a moment
Pastor Palmer:
I hope that video helps you see the challenges our missionaries face every day on the mission field.  Who wants to share with us what impressed you?
Alex:
There was that lady that thought she was poor because she didn’t do enough good in her previous life.  We don’t believe that do we?
Pastor Boskos:
No, we don’t.  The Bible says that we die once and then we face God.  (put reference here).

Bobby:
I learned that 50% of the world’s population lives in big urban centers.
Charlie:
What about that young guy who became a monk hoping his good works would outweigh his bad works?
Domingo:
I noticed the man who was in prison for selling drugs, but when he gets out of prison, he has no one to go home to.
Greg:
What about the young woman who left her village in the hills to find work in the city?
Alex:
But, what can we do?  They are so far away, and we are just kids.

Pastor Boskos:
Did you notice the words at the beginning of the video?  It said “soul winning often starts with soul searching under the conviction of the Holy Spirit.”  Do you know that some of you here tonight may very well be the next generation of Southern Baptist missionaries?   What our video is asking us to pray about is how God would use us to reach those people for Jesus.
Greg:
Did you see the lady that came to Jesus as a little girl at the Baptist Student Center and now works there?  That was great!

Pastor Boskos:
It was great!  Do you know why that Baptist Student Center is there?  Because men and women and boys and girls just like you gave money through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.  Our missionaries took that money and used it to build that center.  Somewhere in the world today, someone is trusting Jesus because you gave an offering today and because you gave to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

Pastor Palmer:
One of our missionaries near the end of the video said “if I’m the only one who is obedient, let me be obedient.”  

Pastor Boskos:
Boys and girls, will you pray “Lord, how will You use me to be Your heart, Your hands, and Your voice?”

Pastor Palmer:
I heard you all talking about resolutions when we began.  Some of the things we resolve to do in the new year don’t really mean much.  Can you think of something that will honor God in the coming year?
Puppets look at one another for a moment.  They all have an “aha” moment at the same time and nod at one another.
Alex:
Let it start with me!

Bobby:
Let it start with me!

Charlie:
Let it start with me!

Domingo:
Let it start with me!

Greg:
Let it start with me!

Pastor Boskos:
Great resolution!  I hope the boys and girls in our audience are resolved to let the love of Jesus start with them!

All:
We do too!  See you all next time!
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Props
The Let It Start With Me video is found here:  http://media1.imbresources.org/files/127/12795/12795-72515.mpg
Other videos can be found here: http://www.imb.org/main/give/videosearchpage.asp?StoryID=5595&LanguageID=1709
or here: http://www.imb.org/main/downloads/page.asp?StoryID=9489&LanguageID=1709
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