
Here Am I! - The story of St. Patrick
Scene takes place in puppet room
Mr. Brooks:
P.E.O.P.L.E., I want us to put on a play about St. Patrick.  Patrick was an important man that not many people know about.  I have the script here.  Terry, would you pass these out to the rest of the people, please?

Terry:

Sure thing, Mr. Brooks!

Mr. Brooks:
Ok.  Let(s read through the script together.
Scene 1 - The English home of Patrick

Father:
Patrick!?  Patrick, come here.

Patrick:
Yes father.

Father:
God has been so good to us, Patrick.  We live in this wonderful land.  We are safe.  We have our family and our small plot of land to tend.

Patrick:
God has been good to us father.  Did you need me to do something?

Father:
Yes, Patrick.  I need you to go to town to pick up some supplies for our farm.

Patrick:
I will be happy to father!  I would do anything to be able to get to town for a while!

Father:
I know you crave excitement.  There is not a lot for a sixteen year old young man to do out here on the farm.  But be careful out there!  There are rumors that a band of pirates is roaming the land to capture people and sell them into slavery.

Patrick:
[as he leaves] Pirates!?  Yeah, right!  If any pirates came after me, I would show them they were messing with the wrong person!

Father:
Be careful, Patrick!  I love you! 
[Father leaves.  Patrick continues toward town.  After a moment, a group of pirates confront him]
Pirate 1:
You there, halt!

Patrick:
Me?  Are you talking to me?  I am just minding my own business.  I don(t want any trouble from you.

Pirate 2:
Oh, you won(t find any trouble from us, lad!  We are pirates and you are now our captive!

Patrick:
Pirates?  I thought that was just a tale my dad told me to scare me.  Are you guys really pirates?

Pirate 1:
Well, we ain(t a traveling circus, kid.  Get in the wagon!

Patrick:
I certainly will not.  You pirates don(t scare me!

[Patrick begins to leave.  The pirates step in front of him.  They reach for their swords]
Pirate 2:
Kid, you are either coming with us, or you will be buried right where you stand!

Patrick:
[nervously] Ok.  You win.  I will come with you.  What are you going to do with me?

Pirate 1:
What we do with all of your kind.  We are going to sell you to people in Ireland as a slave!
Scene 2 - Ireland

[The pirate ship lands in port.  A group is assembled to purchase the cargo].
Pirate 2:
You there, get off the ship.  It is time for you to make me some gold!

Patrick:
Guys, I am begging you, please don(t sell me into slavery.  I wouldn(t make a very good slave.

Pirate 1:
That is not our problem.  Get off the ship, now.

Milchu:
You there, is that young man for sale?

Pirate 2:
Yes, he is.  What do you want him for?

Milchu:
I am a Druid high priest.  I also have a small farm with some sheep.  Is this slave suited for farm work?

Pirate 1:
He told us on the way over here that he lived on a farm back in Britain.  

Milchu:
Excellent!  I will take him.  Come with me young man.  You now belong to me.  What is your name?

Patrick:
Patrick, sir.

Milchu:
Is it true you come from a farm?

Patrick:
Yes, sir.  My father has a small farm and we have a few sheep.

Milchu:
Excellent!  I am placing you in charge of my flock.  Get some rest.  Tomorrow will be a busy day.

[Next day - Patrick is in the field with the sheep]
Patrick:
[praying] Oh, God, I am so depressed.  I miss my family and my home so much.  I hate it here and I hate these people.  Please help me.  Please deliver me.

[Many days later]
Milchu:
Patrick, you are doing a wonderful job tending my sheep.

Patrick:
Thank you sir.

Milchu:
Bless Dagda for sending you to me!

Patrick:
Who is this Dagda?

Milchu:
As you know, I am a Druid high-priest.  We worship a number of gods, the chief of whom is Dagda. He is the supreme god and his symbol is fire.  That is why we have large bonfires to worship him and to thank him that when we die, we enter the body of a newborn child.

Patrick:
I don(t believe that at all!  I serve the true and living God - the maker of heaven and earth.  He sent His son Jesus to die for our sin and welcome us into His family.

Milchu:
Patrick, you must keep that to yourself.

[Many days later]
Patrick:
Oh, God; I have been here six years and I have prayed thousands of times.  When will you deliver me?

God:
Behold, your ship is ready.  You do well to fast.  Soon you will depart for your home country.  The ship is 200 miles away near Westport.

Patrick:
But God, I don(t know where that is.  How will I find it?

God:
Trust me and I will lead you!

Patrick:
Thank you Father.  Because you have been so good to me, I surrender my life to you.

[Patrick leaves]
Narrator:
Patrick left Ireland a free man.  A short time after gaining his freedom, he was briefly taken captive again.  After being released, he went to study in a monastery.  The leader of the monastery wanted to send missionaries to Ireland.  Patrick volunteered, but he was not chosen.  He was heartbroken.  The other missionary died two years later. Patrick was selected to return to Ireland as a missionary.

During the spring, Patrick decided to confront King Laoghaire (pronounced Lee-ry), the most powerful man in Ireland.  Patrick knew the ritual of lighting a large bonfire to worship their god.  He also knew that no fire was to be lit before the king(s.  To attract Laoghaire(s attention, Patrick and his followers built a huge bonfire.

Laoghaire:
[angrily] How dare you light your fire before mine.  Who do you think you are?

Patrick:
I am Patrick.  I have been sent by God to tell the Irish people the good news.

Laoghaire:
Really?  Well why don(t you tell me about this good news?

Patrick:
Thank you, sire.  We Christians worship only one God Who reveals Himself as three persons; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

[Druids standing with the king began laughing]
Patrick:
[praying] God, help me explain you to them! [looking around - he sees a shamrock.  He picks it and holds it up].   Here.  There is one stem but there are three leaves on it.  So it is with the Blessed Trinity.  There is one God, but He reveals Himself as three persons stemming from the same divinity.

Scene 3 - Back in Puppet Room
Terry:
Wow, Mr. Brooks, I didn(t know all of that about St. Patrick!

Mr. Brooks:
Patrick was certainly an interesting man.

Mark:
What else can you tell us about him?

Mr. Brooks:
Legend has it that St. Patrick drove all the snakes from Ireland. As the story goes, sometime back in the fifth century he stood on a hill and used a staff to herd the slithering creatures into the sea, banishing them for eternity. It's true, aside from zoos and pets, there are no snakes in Ireland.

Ben:
Wow!  He drove all the snakes into the ocean!  He sounds like an interesting man!

Mr. Brooks:
Well, the snake thing is a legend, though it is interesting there are no snakes in Ireland.  However, what is more important was the forgiveness he displayed.  He allowed God to change his heart so that he wanted more than anything else, for his former captors to come to know Jesus.

He ministered in Ireland for 60 years.  During that time, he founded 365 churches and a school arose beside each church.  He also appointed at least 350 bishops during his ministry.  At the end of his life, he prayed that the light of Christ would never go out in Ireland

Tom:
Mr. Brooks, Patrick accomplished a lot in the church, but did it really make any difference in Ireland?

Mr. Brooks:
Great question!  Because of Patrick(s efforts Christianity made such progress in 6 years that even the laws of the country were changed to agree with the good news of Jesus!

All:
Wow!

Mr. Brooks:
You know, all of our scripts are designed to teach us something.  Our lesson from the life of Patrick is not just to wear something green on St. Patrick(s day.  Patrick teaches us that we should learn to forgive those who hurt us.  We should try to share Jesus with them.  And we should be faithful to everything God calls us to do!

All:
We will, Mr. Brooks!

Terry:
Great lesson, Mr. Brooks!  Thank you for sharing about the life of Patrick.  But, is it wrong for us to wear green and do Irish things on St. Patrick(s Day?

Mr. Brooks:
Not at all, Terry.  In fact, that is one of the ways that we can do what the Bible tells us when it tells us to always be ready to give an answer for the hope of Jesus that is inside of us.  Because we know more about Patrick, we can help people understand who he was and why we celebrate his life.

Terry:
That(s awesome, Mr. Brooks!  Make sure you wear green so you don(t get pinched!

Mr Brooks:
I will, Terry.  You all have a great St. Patrick(s Day!  I will see you next week!

All:
Thank you, Mr. Brooks.  Happy St. Patrick(s Day to you and to all the boys and girls!
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9 speaking parts.  Some of the dialog may be split to additional characters if needed/desired.
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