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God’s Valentine
Scene 1 - At school in the cafeteria
Several children are gathered talking
Alex:
Man, is it just me, or is Mr. Cramer the hardest teacher in the history of teachers?
Bobby:
I know what you mean!  My dad says he has us doing math that he didn’t do until he was in college!
Derek:
So true.  We are doing inequalities.  What in the world is that and how does this have any bearing on my life?
Greg:
We’re doing probabilities in my class.  I think it is highly probable I am not going to pass that test.

Charlie:
You know what I think is probable?  I think it is highly probable I am going to ask that pretty girl in our Math class to the church Valentine’s Day banquet!
Bobby:
Hold on a second . . .
Alex:
Here we go again!  What Bobby?
Bobby:
We have a Valentine’s Day Banquet?  When did we start doing that?
Alex:
Man, you are such a goof!
Greg:
You have got to have the worst memory ever, Bobby! 
{While they are speaking, Katie walks by} 
Charlie:
{Charlie notices Katie walking by} Ooh, ooh, ooh!  There she is!  I think I’m in love!
Alex:
Charlie, you sound so bold, but the last time she was around you, you just stood there with your mouth open blubbering {Alex opens his mouth wide and says} habba, habba, habba {to demonstrate}
Derek:
Yeah, Charlie, you sound so bold, but you have no chance of her talking to you!
Charlie:
Well, this is one guy that is bold and she will talk to me!
Alex:
Well, Charlie; are you going to ask her to the Valentine’s Banquet or not?
Charlie:
Of course I am!
Greg:
Well, I just see a lot of standing around.
Charlie:
Oh yeah!  Well you just watch.  I am going to go right up to her and ask her!
Bobby:
{softly} Oh, man; he is gonna crash-and-burn, crash-and-burn!
{Charlie starts off toward Katie – the other puppets are watching him closely.  As he gets close to Katie, another girl comes and begins talking with her.  Charlie pauses, looks around, panics and runs off stage}
{As he runs off, the other puppets are laughing}
Scene 2 - At church
Alex:
Man, did you see Charlie at school today?

Bobby:
Yeah, talk about crash-and-burn big time!  {Bobby makes an airplane speeding toward the ground noise and then an explosion sound}
Greg:
Dude, he just froze.  I’ve never seen anything like it.
Derek:
Talk about a faint heart!  My Chihuahua is braver than he is!
{As Derek is speaking Charlie approaches}
Charlie:
Hey guys!  How’s it goin’?

Alex:
Charlie!
{All the puppets begin looking around.  It is obvious they are looking for something}
Charlie:
What are you looking for?

Alex:
Where is your date?

Charlie:
What do you me . . . {with despondence} oh; you saw.

Greg:
Yeah; dude you were like Lot’s wife.  You just turned into a pillar of salt and stood there.

Bobby:
Man, you crashed and burned so bad, they are still putting out the fire!

{As they are talking Pastor Palmer walks up to the group}
Pastor Palmer:
Hey guys, what’s up?

Derek:
Pastor Palmer, you should have been there . . .

Bobby:
Yeah, Charlie said he was going to ask this girl at school to come to our Valentine’s Day banquet.  By the way, when did we start doing that?

Greg:
He just froze, solid, couldn’t move.

Bobby:
Crashed and burned big time!

{As they are talking, Charlie is upset and hangs his head}
Pastor Palmer:
Boys, I think you are being a little hard on Charlie.  Why don’t we let Charlie tell us what happened.
Charlie:
Aw, Pastor Palmer, they’ll just make fun of me.

Pastor Palmer:
I think we can help them understand that making fun of people is not what Jesus would have us do, it is not the way we treat people at this church, and it is certainly not the way they would want to be treated.  After all, isn’t our motto Loving God, LOVING EACH OTHER, Loving the world?  
All:
{except Charlie} Uh, yeah, right, Pastor Palmer.

Pastor Palmer:
Charlie, tell us what happened.

Charlie:
Well, there is this girl in our Math class, and she is so pretty!  Every time I see her I just get all woozy!

Pastor Palmer:
She sounds like a nice girl.

Charlie:
Oh, Pastor Palmer, she is so much more than nice.

Pastor Palmer:
Well, what happened?

Charlie:
I kind of bragged that I was going to walk right up to her and ask her to our . . .
Bobby:
{interrupting Charlie} Pastor Palmer, did you know we have a Valentine’s Day banquet?
{Pastor Palmer looks at Bobby annoyed} 
Charlie:
Yeah, to our banquet.  Well, I got up enough courage to go up and ask her and I started across the cafeteria.  Right as I was getting close to her, another girl walked up and I just froze.  I was afraid the girl would laugh at me or something.  I didn’t know what to do.
Pastor Palmer:
Oh, Charlie; that sounds like it was pretty hard for you.  I remember the first time I asked Mrs. Palmer out.  {Shakes his head} Not good! I made a complete fool of myself.  What did your friends do?
Charlie:
They gave me a pretty hard time.
Pastor  Palmer:
Boys, don’t you remember when we were talking about Colossians 3:12‑14?  Paul told us to (Put on then, as God(s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another(

How did you do being kind to your friend Charlie?
All:
{except Charlie} Not too good, Pastor Palmer.

Pastor Palmer:
Well I hope you will tell Charlie how sorry you are for making fun of him.
All:
{except Charlie} We’re sorry, Charlie!

Charlie:
It’s OK, guys.
Pastor Palmer:
Well, this is a good time to talk to you about what I wanted us to study this month.  Since Valentine’s Day is in February, I wanted to talk about love, genuine love; the kind of love that God wants us to have for one another.
The Bible has been called God’s love letter to humanity.  In it He tells us how He created the world, the animals, and humans.  He tells us how our life is best lived.  But most importantly, He tells us how much He loves us.
Valentine’s Day is celebrated in most parts of the world.  
There were several early Christian martyrs named Valentine. There are three men named Valentine honored on February 14.  One was a priest in Rome and was martyred about AD 269. Another was a bishop in about AD 197 and is said to have been martyred during the persecution under Emperor Aurelian. There is also a third man named Valentine who was martyred in Africa.
Greg:
Well, then; how did we get love and all that other mushy stuff on Valentine’s Day?

Pastor Palmer:
Nobody is sure, but it seems to have started around 1382 and it grew from there. Valentine’s Day is a wonderful day to let your friends know that you care about them and that you will always be there for them.  The Bible says:

All of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each other. Love each other as brothers and sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble attitude.  . . . you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it. But do this in a gentle and respectful way.  1 Peter 3:8-16

And Hebrews 13:1-3 says “Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have entertained angels without realizing it!  Remember those in prison, as if you were there yourself. Remember also those being mistreated, as if you felt their pain in your own bodies.” 
Alex:
Wow!  Charlie, if we had known all of that, we wouldn’t have given you such a hard time.
Greg:
Yeah, you know we were just giving you a hard time.  I was pretty amazed when you started walking toward her.  I wouldn’t have been that brave.

Derek:
Charlie, I should have known better than to make fun of you.  Can you forgive us?

Greg:
Charlie, I think what everyone is saying is that we are so sorry.

Bobby:
Yeah.  Charlie; now don’t get all weird on me, but we all love you.  We are glad you are our friend.  Can you forgive us?

Charlie:
It’s OK, guys.  Thank you for realizing how hard it was to get enough courage to even walk over to her. But Pastor Palmer, how can I tell her that I like her and invite her to church?

Pastor Palmer:
Remember how our pastor has told us that we are to “always be . . . ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you?”  That is what we are doing tonight.

We meet together so that we can learn to love each other as brothers and sisters and so we can learn how to tell everyone about the love that we have found in Jesus.  So, you see; because God loves us so much, every day is like Valentine’s Day for the Christian!  Why don’t you just sit down with the girl you like so much and just talk to her?  I believe God will give you a chance to talk to her about Jesus.  Here is a Valentine you can give her to show her how much God loves her.  It is John 3:16 and you see how the word “Valentine” is right there telling us how much God cares for us.
Charlie:
Okay, Pastor Palmer.  Guys will you pray for me?

All:
{except Charlie}.  We will!
Pastor Boskos:
We will be praying for you, Charlie!
Scene 3 – School cafeteria
{All the puppets are in the cafeteria}
Charlie:
There she is!

Derek:
Are you going to talk to her?

Charlie:
I am.  I have been doing what Pastor Palmer told us.  I am really calm.

Alex:
Charlie, all of us will be praying for you.

{Charlie walks over to Katie}
Charlie:
Uh, Hi!  I think we are in Math class together.
Katie:
Hi!  We are!  

Charlie:
Could I ask you a question?  Our church is having a Valentine’s Day banquet on Valentine’s Day and I would really like for you and your family to come to our church!
Katie:
That sounds great!  Are you a Christian?

Charlie:
I am.  I have learned that Jesus is so wonderful and He wants the very best for me.  Do you know Jesus?

Katie:
We have been to church a couple of times, you know on Christmas and Easter.  But I don’t think I know Jesus the way you do.  Would you tell me about Him?

Charlie:
{Whispers} Pastor Palmer was right!  {to Katie} I would love to.  The Bible says that “God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.”  That verse tells us that God loved, He gave, we believe, and we live.  {Charlie & Katie keep talking}
Bobby:
Looks like Charlie is doing great!  I think we will have a great Valentine’s Day banquet.
Derek:
Me too!  Well, guys; I guess we will see you at church!  Happy Valentine’s Day!

All:
Happy Valentine’s Day!
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